All commercially available reagents were used as supplied. The title compound was prepared by a method similar to that of [1] . A solution of 2¢-hydroxyacetophenone (10 mmol) in ethanol (10 ml) was added slowly to a solution of nicotinic acid hydrazide (10 mmol) in ethanol. 
Experimental details
The H atoms bonded to C atoms were added geometrically and refined under using of rigid body approximation. The H atoms attached to N or O atoms were refined freely due to their role in the formation of hydrogen bonds.
Discussion
Aroylhydrazones ligands and their complexes with metal ions have received considerable attention over the past two decades [2, 3] , This may be attributed to unusual structural features in the resultant metal complexes and their biological activity [4, 5] . The chemical and pharmacological properties of aroylhydrazones have been investigated extensively, owing to their chelating ability with metal ions and to their potentially beneficial properties, such as magnetic, antitumor, antineoplastic and antibacterial [6] . The crystal structure of the title compound is built up by the 2¢-hydroxyacetophenone nicotinic acid hydrazone and H 2 O molecules. In the title compound, the C=O bond length is 1.231(3) Å, which suggests that the title compound is in the keto form (figure, top). The bonds distances and angles in this structure agree with that reported in [7] . The molecules show one strong intramolecular 
